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This Report 
 
This report concentrates on key market information within the sector 
and aims to provide the headline information, figures and statistics 
required to understand the main drivers, size and value of the various 
constituent elements.  
 
This report is designed as a business tool and as such makes no 
apologies for its forthright style. 
 
Outline structure of Report 
The first chapters of this report outline the global market context for 
specialist vessels in terms of Capex and total global supply/demand. 
This analysis is then segmented into the 3 main markets of Pipelay, 
Heavy Lift and IRM before closing with a breakdown of specific vessel 
types and their associated demand. 
 
Clarity & Terminology 
Within the context of this report a consistent set of terms is used to 
ensure clarity and comparability. The most important of these are: 
 
Deepwater - fields or development activity in water depths ≥ 500m.  
Ultra-deepwater - fields or development activity in water depths  
≥1500msw (unless stated ultra-deepwater is a subset of deepwater). 
 
Regions – A definitive list of which countries are classified within which 
region is appended to this report. If a different country/region 
classification is required, then please contact Infield directly.  
 
Wherever possible the colour representation of regions, status, 
development type, operator etc. has been maintained throughout the 
report. 
 
Specialist Vessels Database Online 
With the purchase of Global Perspectives – Specialist Vessel Market 
Update, free access to the Specialist Vessel Database (Standard) 

for a twelve-month period is included. The Specialist Vessels 
Database is data set that identifies the capabilities of over 1,400 
individual vessels across the entirety of the offshore market. The 
information stored within the database includes ranges from high end 
Pipelay vessels to the emergent market of Multi Support vessels. 
 

• ACC – Accommodation vessel 
• AHTS – Anchor Handling Tug Supply Vessel 
• CV- Crane Vessel used for the installation of offshore 

infrastructure 
• PBT – Pipeline Burying/Trench Vessel 
• DSV – Dive Support Vessel 
• SV – Survey Vessel 
• HT – Heavy Transport/Heavy lift Vessel 
• WS – Well Service Vessel  
• LAY – Pipe/Cable Laying vessel 
• MSV – Multi Support Vessel used primary for IRM projects. 

 
The data contains information for vessels dating from the 1950’s and 
includes newbuilds until 2012. 
 
The service is available through the Internet at 
http//www.infieldlive.com and a subscription form is included with 
this report. Specialist Vessels Database Online is updated on a 
weekly basis. More frequent updates and expanded coverage may be 
arranged. Existing users of Infield Systems’ Databases may modify 
their current arrangements and should contact us for details. 
 
Data Sources 
The base data used in this study relate to fields brought on-stream 
over the 2003–2007 period, or which are currently under development 
or being planned or considered for development for the 2008–2012 
period. Fields are referred to, in the historic period, as ‘projects’ and to 
those in the future period as ‘prospects.’ It is also important to 
differentiate between basic field information and the market information 
which are ‘forecasts’. The methodology used to derive these forecasts 
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from the information contained within the Infield Systems database is 
outlined at the beginning of the market section.  
 
The information on the floating production projects and prospects was 
taken from the Infield Systems database during the Q2 2008. Data 
given elsewhere in the text are drawn from a wide range of 
publications, national and international statistics and internal analysis 
by Infield Systems. Where appropriate, the relevant source has been 
cited. This information has been supplemented by our own contacts 
with operators, contractors and suppliers worldwide.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


